
Vol. 1 No. 3 - 2025 E-ISSN : 1674-2974 
 

  

 

 

 
               

Received Nov 20, 2025; Revised Nov 28, 2025; Accepted Dec 1, 2025 

Cultivating Obedience to God’s Word in Christian Education: A 
Pedagogical Reflection on Exodus 34:27 at SDN 101738 Diski 

 
Julius Marombun Lubis 

 
Pendidikan Profesi Guru, Fakultas Ilmu Pendidikan Kristen, IAKN Tarutung 

 
*correspondence: juliuslubisppg@gmail.com 

 
 ABSTRACT  
 
Obedience to God’s Word constitutes a central objective of Christian Religious Education 
(CRE), particularly within pluralistic public-school contexts where biblical values must be 
communicated with pedagogical sensitivity and professional integrity. This study 
examines how pedagogical competence in Christian education contributes to cultivating 
students’ obedience to God’s Word through a theological reflection on Exodus 34:27, 
conducted at SDN 101738 Diski, a public elementary school with 123 Christian students 
and one Christian Religious Education teacher. Exodus 34:27 emphasizes divine 
instruction, covenantal responsibility, and faithful transmission of God’s commands, 
offering a foundational biblical framework for understanding obedience not merely as 
external compliance but as a formative spiritual practice rooted in relationship with God. 
Employing a qualitative research design, this study integrates exegetical analysis, a 
systematic literature review (SLR), and a simple semi-structured interview to bridge 
biblical theology and classroom praxis. The exegetical analysis explores the theological 
significance of obedience within the Mosaic covenant, while the SLR synthesizes recent 
scholarship on Christian pedagogy, teacher competence, and character formation. 
Interview data provide contextual insight into how pedagogical strategies are 
implemented in daily instruction. The findings indicate that pedagogical competence, 
encompassing mastery of biblical content, contextualized teaching methods, reflective 
learning strategies, and ethical modeling, plays a decisive role in enabling students to 
internalize obedience as a lived expression of faith. This study concludes that obedience to 
God’s Word can be effectively cultivated in Christian education when pedagogical 
competence is grounded in Scripture, responsive to students’ developmental contexts, and 
embodied through the teacher’s professional and spiritual integrity. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Obedience to God’s Word constitutes a central foundation in Christian education, shaping 
not only students’ moral reasoning but also their spiritual identity and daily conduct. In 
contemporary educational contexts, particularly within public schools that accommodate 
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students of diverse religious backgrounds, the task of cultivating obedience to biblical 
teachings among Christian students presents both pedagogical and contextual challenges. 
Christian Religious Education (PAK) is therefore called to function not merely as a 
doctrinal subject, but as a formative space where Scripture becomes a lived reality that 
guides attitudes, decisions, and character formation. This study reflects on how 
obedience to God’s Word can be intentionally nurtured through pedagogical practices 
grounded in biblical reflection, with specific attention to Exodus 34:27, which emphasizes 
God’s command for His people to faithfully adhere to His covenantal words. Exodus 34:27 
records God’s instruction to Moses: “Write down these words, for in accordance with 
these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” This verse highlights 
obedience as a response to divine revelation, rooted in covenantal relationship rather 
than coercion. Within Christian pedagogy, this theological perspective reframes 
obedience not as passive submission, but as an active commitment grounded in faith, 
trust, and relational loyalty to God. For students at the primary school level, such as those 
at SDN 101738 Diski, obedience must be taught in ways that are developmentally 
appropriate, contextual, and experiential. Pedagogical competence becomes crucial in 
translating abstract theological concepts into concrete learning experiences that resonate 
with students’ cognitive and spiritual growth. 

In the Indonesian educational setting, Christian Religious Education operates within a 
national curriculum that emphasizes character education, civic responsibility, and moral 
development. Values such as discipline, honesty, respect, and responsibility are promoted 
across subjects, yet Christian education offers a distinct contribution by grounding these 
values in biblical revelation. Obedience to God’s Word, therefore, is not detached from 
broader character education goals, but enriches them by providing transcendent 
motivation and theological meaning. Challenges arise when biblical obedience is reduced 
to memorization of verses or moralistic instruction without meaningful engagement. Such 
approaches risk producing superficial compliance rather than genuine internalization of 
God’s Word. The pedagogical role of the Christian Religious Education teacher is 
especially significant in this process. At SDN 101738 Diski, where there are 123 Christian 
students guided by one PAK teacher, pedagogical decisions have a substantial impact on 
how students perceive and practice obedience. Limited instructional time, diverse levels 
of biblical literacy, and varying family backgrounds require teachers to adopt creative, 
reflective, and student-centered strategies. Effective Christian pedagogy must integrate 
storytelling, dialogue, modeling, and reflective practices that allow students to encounter 
Scripture as relevant to their everyday lives. In this sense, obedience becomes a formative 
journey rather than a prescriptive demand. Previous studies in Christian education have 
emphasized the importance of pedagogical competence in shaping students’ faith-based 
character, yet fewer studies have focused specifically on obedience as a core learning 
outcome rooted in Old Testament covenant theology. Many discussions of obedience 
tend to emphasize New Testament ethics or moral behavior without sufficiently engaging 
the formative role of divine instruction in the Hebrew Scriptures. By reflecting on Exodus 
34:27, this study seeks to address this gap by highlighting how obedience emerges from 
God’s self-disclosure and covenantal faithfulness, offering a robust theological foundation 
for Christian pedagogy. 
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This article aims to explore how obedience to God’s Word can be cultivated through 
Christian pedagogical practices in a primary school context. Using SDN 101738 Diski as the 
locus of reflection, the study examines how biblical interpretation, pedagogical 
competence, and classroom practices interact to shape students’ understanding and lived 
experience of obedience. Rather than measuring obedience merely as behavioral 
conformity, this research views obedience as an integrated dimension of spiritual 
formation, encompassing cognition, affection, and action. Through this pedagogical 
reflection, the study seeks to contribute to the ongoing discourse on Christian education 
in pluralistic contexts, offering insights for teachers, scholars, and faith-based educators 
committed to nurturing faithful and obedient Christian learners. 

METHODS 

The methodological approach, a qualitative research design grounded in a Systematic 
Literature Review (SLR) complemented by simple semi-structured interviews, was chosen 
to ensure both theoretical rigor and contextual relevance in examining how obedience to 
God’s Word is cultivated through Christian pedagogy in a primary school setting. The 
integration of these two methods allowed the study to balance normative biblical-
theological insights with lived educational practices. The Systematic Literature Review 
served as the primary method. The SLR followed three main stages: identification, 
screening, and synthesis. Academic sources published within the last ten years were 
collected from reputable databases such as Scopus-indexed journals, Google Scholar, and 
international publishers focusing on Christian education, biblical pedagogy, and character 
formation. Keywords used in the search.Only peer-reviewed journal articles, scholarly 
books, and theological education references written in English were included to ensure 
academic credibility. Sources that were devotional in nature or lacked methodological 
clarity were excluded. The selected literature was then thematically analyzed to identify 
dominant concepts related to obedience, pedagogical competence, covenantal theology, 
and formative learning processes. To complement the SLR and provide contextual 
grounding, simple semi-structured interviews were conducted as a supporting method. 
The interviews involved one Christian Religious Education (PAK) teacher serving at SDN 
101738 Diski. The interview focused on practical pedagogical strategies used in teaching 
obedience to God’s Word, challenges faced in classroom implementation, and the 
teacher’s interpretive understanding of Exodus 34:27 in relation to students’ character 
formation. Given the limited number of Christian educators at the research site, the 
interview was not intended for generalization but for enriching and validating insights 
derived from the literature. Data from both the SLR and the interview were analyzed using 
thematic content analysis. The analysis involved coding recurring themes such as 
covenant-based obedience, pedagogical modeling, narrative learning, and student-
centered biblical instruction. The findings from the interview were triangulated with the 
literature to ensure consistency and depth of interpretation. This triangulation 
strengthened the study’s credibility by connecting theoretical constructs with real 
classroom experiences. Ethical considerations were observed throughout the research 
process. The interview participant provided informed consent, and all responses were 
anonymized to maintain confidentiality. No student data were directly collected, and the 
study focused solely on pedagogical reflection rather than evaluative assessment. 
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Through this combined methodological approach, the study aimed to present a reflective 
yet academically grounded analysis of cultivating obedience to God’s Word within 
Christian primary education. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study reveal that cultivating obedience to God’s Word in Christian 
education is not merely a matter of transmitting biblical commands but involves a holistic 
pedagogical process rooted in theological understanding, relational modeling, and 
contextual learning. Drawing from the Systematic Literature Review (SLR) and supported 
by a simple interview with the Christian Religious Education (PAK) teacher at SDN 101738 
Diski, the results demonstrate that obedience emerges as a formative virtue shaped 
through narrative theology, pedagogical consistency, and the integration of faith into 
daily learning experiences. This discussion synthesizes biblical exegesis of Exodus 34:27 
with contemporary Christian pedagogical theory and classroom praxis, highlighting how 
obedience is internalized by students rather than imposed externally. From a biblical-
theological perspective, Exodus 34:27 occupies a crucial place within covenant theology. 
The verse emphasizes God’s direct command to Moses to “write down these words,” 
underscoring obedience as a response to divine revelation rather than human initiative. 
The literature consistently affirms that obedience in the Old Testament is relational and 
covenantal, grounded in God’s prior act of grace rather than legalistic compulsion. Within 
Christian pedagogy, this theological insight reshapes how obedience should be taught to 
students. Instead of presenting obedience as fear-driven compliance, educators are 
encouraged to frame it as a grateful response to God’s faithfulness. The SLR indicates that 
when biblical obedience is taught through the lens of covenant relationship, students are 
more likely to understand obedience as meaningful and life-giving, rather than restrictive. 

In the context of Christian primary education, the results show that narrative-based 
pedagogy plays a central role in cultivating obedience. The literature highlights that 
children learn moral and spiritual values most effectively through stories that engage 
imagination and emotion. Exodus 34:27, when situated within the broader narrative of 
Israel’s restoration after failure, provides a powerful framework for teaching obedience 
as renewal and recommitment. The interview data support this finding, as the PAK 
teacher emphasized the use of biblical storytelling to help students grasp why obedience 
matters. Rather than memorizing rules, students are invited to see themselves within the 
biblical story, learning that obedience restores relationship and brings order after 
disobedience. This approach aligns with constructivist Christian pedagogy, which views 
learners as active participants in meaning-making rather than passive recipients of 
doctrine. Another significant finding concerns the role of pedagogical modeling. The SLR 
consistently underscores that obedience cannot be effectively taught if it is not visibly 
practiced by the teacher. Christian educators function as living texts through which 
students interpret biblical values. The interview findings affirm that students at the 
primary level are highly observant of teacher behavior, particularly consistency between 
words and actions. When teachers demonstrate obedience through discipline, honesty, 
patience, and faithfulness in small routines, students begin to associate obedience to 
God’s Word with everyday life. This confirms theological-educational scholarship that 
positions teacher integrity as a core component of pedagogical competence in Christian 
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education. Obedience, therefore, is not first taught through instruction but through 
example. The discussion further reveals that obedience to God’s Word must be integrated 
across learning activities rather than confined to formal religious instruction. The SLR 
indicates that effective Christian pedagogy adopts an integrative approach, embedding 
biblical values into classroom management, assessment practices, and interpersonal 
interactions. In the interview, the PAK teacher described how obedience is reinforced 
through simple classroom agreements rooted in biblical principles, such as listening 
respectfully, completing tasks faithfully, and telling the truth. These practices help 
students see obedience as a lived discipline rather than an abstract theological concept. 
The integration of faith and learning thus becomes a practical means of character 
formation, supporting the view that Christian education is inherently formative rather 
than merely cognitive. 

A critical discussion point emerging from the results is the tension between authority and 
freedom in teaching obedience. Some educational literature warns against authoritarian 
approaches that may suppress student agency. However, the findings of this study 
suggest that biblical obedience, when taught correctly, does not negate freedom but 
directs it. Exodus 34:27 reflects a divine command given within the context of restored 
relationship, not coercion. The SLR emphasizes that Christian pedagogy must balance 
guidance with encouragement, allowing students to internalize obedience through 
understanding rather than fear. The interview supports this perspective, as the teacher 
noted that students respond more positively when obedience is explained as an 
expression of love for God, not merely as a requirement to avoid punishment. This finding 
reinforces contemporary Christian educational theory that emphasizes formative 
discipline over punitive control. The results also highlight the importance of age-
appropriate pedagogy. At the primary school level, students’ cognitive and moral 
development requires concrete examples and repetitive reinforcement. The literature 
suggests that abstract theological explanations are less effective for younger learners. 
Instead, obedience is best taught through routines, symbols, and simple reflective 
questions. The interview data confirm that repetition of biblical themes, short reflective 
prayers, and guided discussions help students gradually internalize obedience as a habit. 
This aligns with virtue ethics in Christian education, which views character formation as a 
gradual process shaped by practice over time rather than instant transformation. Both 
the literature and interview acknowledge contextual limitations within public school 
settings. Christian educators often operate within pluralistic environments where explicit 
religious instruction must be balanced with institutional regulations. Despite these 
constraints, the results show that obedience to God’s Word can still be cultivated 
implicitly through values-based teaching and ethical modeling. The PAK teacher noted 
that even within limited instructional hours, consistent reinforcement of biblical values 
leaves a lasting impression on students. This finding contributes to ongoing discussions in 
Christian education about faithful pedagogy within secular educational systems, 
demonstrating that obedience can be nurtured without overt proselytization. 

Another important dimension emerging from the discussion is the communal aspect of 
obedience. Exodus 34:27 addresses Israel as a covenant community, not merely 
individuals. The SLR emphasizes that obedience in Christian education should be 
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cultivated within community practices that encourage mutual responsibility and 
accountability. Classroom activities that promote cooperation, shared responsibilities, 
and collective reflection help students experience obedience as a communal virtue. The 
interview data reveal that group-based learning activities foster a sense of shared 
commitment to values, reinforcing obedience as a relational practice rather than an 
isolated moral act. This supports ecclesial models of education that view the classroom as 
a formative community reflecting the values of the Christian faith. From a pedagogical 
competence perspective, the findings indicate that teaching obedience requires 
theological literacy, reflective practice, and emotional sensitivity. The SLR highlights that 
educators must understand the biblical foundations of obedience to avoid 
misrepresenting it as mere rule-following. At the same time, they must be attentive to 
students’ emotional and social contexts, recognizing that obedience is often shaped by 
family background and personal experience. The interview suggests that empathetic 
engagement with students strengthens the credibility of biblical teaching. When students 
feel understood and valued, they are more receptive to moral guidance grounded in 
Scripture. 

The discussion also reveals that obedience to God’s Word is closely linked to moral 
resilience. Students who are taught obedience as a response to God’s faithfulness develop 
a stronger moral framework for decision-making. The literature associates this 
internalized obedience with long-term character development, including responsibility, 
self-discipline, and integrity. Although this study does not measure behavioral outcomes 
quantitatively, the qualitative insights suggest that obedience-oriented pedagogy 
contributes to holistic student formation. This reinforces the broader aim of Christian 
education to nurture faith-informed character rather than short-term behavioral 
compliance. In synthesizing these findings, it becomes evident that Exodus 34:27 offers a 
rich theological foundation for Christian pedagogy focused on obedience. The verse 
underscores the authority of God’s Word, the importance of faithful transmission, and 
the relational nature of covenantal obedience. When translated into educational practice, 
these themes encourage pedagogical approaches that are narrative-driven, model-
centered, integrative, and relational. The combination of SLR and interview data 
demonstrates that even within the constraints of a public primary school, obedience to 
God’s Word can be meaningfully cultivated through intentional pedagogical competence. 
The results and discussion affirm that cultivating obedience in Christian education is a 
dynamic and contextual process. It requires educators who are theologically grounded, 
pedagogically reflective, and relationally engaged. Obedience, as revealed through 
Exodus 34:27 and supported by contemporary educational scholarship, emerges not as 
an imposed rule but as a formative response to God’s covenantal grace. This study 
contributes to the growing body of literature on Christian pedagogy by highlighting 
obedience as a central yet often misunderstood virtue, offering insights that are both 
biblically faithful and educationally relevant. 

CONCLUSION 

This study has demonstrated that cultivating obedience to God’s Word in Christian 
education is a deeply formative process that extends beyond cognitive instruction and 
moral regulation. Grounded in an exegetical reflection on Exodus 34:27, the findings 
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affirm that obedience is fundamentally relational, covenantal, and rooted in God’s 
initiative rather than human compulsion. Within the context of Christian Religious 
Education at SDN 101738 Diski, obedience emerges as a virtue that must be taught 
through intentional pedagogy, lived example, and contextual sensitivity. The synthesis of 
the Systematic Literature Review and interview data reveals that effective cultivation of 
obedience depends largely on the pedagogical competence of the Christian educator. 
Obedience is internalized most effectively when students encounter it through biblical 
narratives, consistent modeling by teachers, and integration into daily classroom 
practices. Exodus 34:27 provides a theological framework that situates obedience within 
the restoration of covenant relationship, enabling educators to present obedience as a 
grateful response to God’s faithfulness rather than as legalistic submission. This 
theological grounding is essential to prevent misinterpretations that could reduce 
obedience to fear-based compliance. The study highlights that obedience in Christian 
education must be age-appropriate and developmentally sensitive. At the primary school 
level, obedience is cultivated gradually through repetition, routine, and concrete 
practices that align faith with everyday life. The findings also underscore the importance 
of relational pedagogy, where trust, empathy, and consistency strengthen students’ 
receptivity to biblical values. Even within the constraints of a public-school setting, 
obedience to God’s Word can be meaningfully nurtured through implicit value formation 
and ethical modeling. This study affirms that obedience is a central outcome of Christian 
education when pedagogy is theologically informed, relationally embodied, and 
contextually applied. Exodus 34:27 invites Christian educators to faithfully transmit God’s 
Word through both teaching and living it. By doing so, Christian education fulfills its 
formative mission of shaping students who respond to God’s Word with understanding, 
commitment, and faithful obedience. 
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